
Delta County Prosecutor's Office Lauren M. Wickrnan
Prosecuting Attomey

Civil Counsel

Beth Wickwite
Chief Assistant Ptosecutor

Deputy Civil Counsel

Lauren Mattson
Assistant Prosecutor

September 8, 2025

Re: FOIA Request #25-199

Mr. Panotta.

I acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of Information Act request dated August 16,2025

received by the Delta County Prosecutor's Office on August 18,2025 for the following

documents:

Pursuant to Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, MCL 15.231 et seq., I request

copies of the following records:

I . Press & Media Communications

All internal and external communications (including emails, memos, draft

statements, and text message) created, received or exchanged by Prosecutor

Lauren M, Wickman, Chief Assistant Prosecutor Beth Wickwire, or Assistant

Prosecutor Lauren Mattson between January l, 2025, and August 16, 2025, that

reference or relate to:
o Media statements, press releases, or public communications by the

Prosecutor's Office;
o Coverage by WZMQ/Channel 19;

o The case(s) involving Colton Brunette.

Charging documents, trial preparation records, and plea agreements

associated with Colton Brunette, including but not limited to:
o The June 6,2025 traffic stop in Escanaba;

o The February 2025 incident referenced by Prosecutor Wickman in her

August 15, 2025 press release.

3. Policy/Guidance Records

310 r.ur)lNc'r'oN sl tttEl" sun L, 237 ESCANABA MI 49829
(906)789-5r 15

2. Case Files - Colton Brunette
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Any intemal policy, directive, or guidance documents regarding communications

with media outlets and the handling of "ongoing investigation" statements.

I . Press & Media Communications

All intemal and extemal communications (including emails, memos, draft

statements, and text message) created, received or exchanged by Prosecutor

Lauren M. Wickman, Chief Assistant Prosecutor Beth Wickwire, or Assistant

Prosecutor Lauren Mattson between January l, 2025, and August 16, 2025, that

reference or relate to:

o Media statements, press releases, or public communications by the

Prosecutor's Office;
o Coverage by WZMQ/Channel 19;

o The case(s) involving Colton Brunette.

Your request for all "media statements, press releases, or public communications by the

Prosecutor's Office, between January l, 2025, arld August 16, 2025" "that reference or relate to:

Media statements, press releases, or public communications by the Prosecutor's ofrlce; coverage

by wZMQ/Channel 19; the case(s) involving colton Brunette" is GRANTED. In granting your

request, we are providing the following documents:

Press release dated 0211812025 regarding 02116/2025 traffic stop

Press release dated 0211912025 regarding 0211512025 traffrc stop

Facebook Post dated 02119/2025

Press release dated 0811512025 regarding WZMQ/Channel l9 News

DRAFT of Press release dated 08/1512025 regarding WZMQ/Channel 19 News

Your request for "[a]ll internal and external communications (including emails...and text

message) created, received or exchanged by Prosecutor Lauren M. Wickman, Chief Assistant

Prosecutor Beth wickwire, or Assistant Prosecutor Lauren Mattson between laruNy 1,2025,

and August 16,2025, that reference or relate to: Media statements, press releases, or public

communications by the Prosecutor's Oflice; Coverage by WZMQ/Channel 19; the case(s)

involving Colton Brunette" is GRANTED, subject necessary redaction pursuant to any statutory

exemptions that apply, to include but not limited to the following:

Information is of a personal nature where public disclosure of the information would

clearly constitute an unwaranted invasion of an individual's privacy, to include but not

limited to: defendant names, victim or witness names, addresses, dates of births,

telephone numbers, etc, pursuant to MCL 15.243(1)(a);

I)ELfA CoUN'TY PROS}iCU'TOR'S OTFICI]
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Materials or content subject to Attomey Work Product exception, pursuant MCL
15.243(lXh), Messenger v Ingham County Prosecutor,232 Mich App 633 (1998);

Materials or content subject to Attomey Client Privilege, pursuant to MCL 15.2a3(l)(g);

Investigating records compiled for law enforcement purposes to the extent that disclosure

as a public record would either interfere with law enforcement proceedings, deprive a
person of the right to a fair trial or impartial administrative adjudication, constitute an

unwarranted invasion ofpersonal privacy, Disclose the identity ofa confidential source,

or if the record is compiled by a law enforcement agency in the course of a criminal
investigation, disclose confidential information fumished only by a conhdential source,

disclose law enforcement investigative techniques or procedures, endanger the life or
physical safety of law enforcement personnel, or disclose the identity ofa party who, as

described in subdivision (cc), proceeds anonymously in a civil action in which the party

alleges that the party was the victim of sexual misconduct pursuant to MCL 1 5.243(bXD-

(vi)

A public record that if disclosed would prejudice a public body's ability to maintain the

physical security of custodial or penal institutions occupied by persons arrested or

convicted ofa crime or admitted because ofa mental disability, unless the public interest

in disclosure under this act outweighs the public interest in nondisclosure, pusuant to
MCL 15.243(c)

Records of information specifically described and exempted from disclosure by statute,

pursuant to MCL 15.243(d)

Medical, counseling, or psychological facts or evaluations conceming an individual ifthe
individual's identity would be revealed by a disclosure of those facts or evaluation,

including protected health information, as defined in 45 CFR 160.103, pursuant to MCL
1s.243(r)

Public records of a law enforcement agency, the release of which would do any of the

following: (i) Identify or provide a means of identi$ing an informant' (ii) Identify or

provide a means of identifiing a law enforcement undercover officer or agent or a plain

clothes officer as a law enforcement officer or agent. (iii) Disclose the personal address

or telephone number of active or retired law enforcement officers or agents or a special

skill that they may have. (iv) Disclose the name, address, or telephone numbers of family
members, relatives, children, or parents of active or retired law enforcement officers or
agents. (v) Disclose operational instructions for law enforcement officers or agents.(vi)
Reveal the contents of staffmanuals provided for law enforcement officers or agents. (vii)
Endanger the life or safety of law enforcement officers or agents or their families,
relatives, children, parents, or those who fumish information to law enforcement
departments or agencies. (viii) Identify or provide a means of identifying a person as a
law enforcement officer, agent, or informant. (ix) Disclose personnel records of law
enforcement agencies. (x) Identi$ or provide a means of identifying residences that law

I)EI,Tr\ COUNIY PROSECUTOR'S OFI;ICF]
310 LUDING'I'()N S'I'REI11, SUrtE 237 ESCr\NAtsA MI 49829
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enforcement agencies are requested to check in the absence of their owners or tenants.

Pursuant to MCL l5.243(s)(i)-(x)

Records ofa public body's security measures, including security plans, security codes and

combinations, passwords, passes, keys, and security procedures, to the extent that the

records relate to the ongoing security ofthe public body, pursuant to MCL 15'243(u)'

Information or records that would disclose the Social Security number ofan individual,

pursuant to MCL 15.243(w).

Information that would identifu or provide a means of identifuing a person that may, as a

result ofdisclosure ofthe information, become a victim ofa cybersecurity incident or that

would disclose a person's cybersecurity plans or cybersecurity-related practices,

procedures, methods, results, organizational information system infrastructure, hardware,

or software, pursuant to MCL 15.243(z\

However, given the breadth ofyour request and the number of re cords (approximately 7-10 text

^errog, 
,orrrrrations and 500 email conversations to include numerous attachments thal would

also ieed fo be reviewed for severing of exempt vs. non-exempt) which must be searched and

reviewed to respond to such a request, the public body has determined that failing to charge for

the costs of thi search, examination, review, and deletion and separation of exempt from

nonexempt information would result in unreasonably high costs to the County beyond those

typicatly incurred in responding to FOIA requests. Such costs are specifically outlined in the

atiached FOIA Fee Itemization but include the significant time and cost for searching for and

locating the records.

Because the estimated fee in this case is great than fifty dollars ($50.00), the public body requires

a deposit of fifty percent (50%) of the estimated fee to be paid before providing the responsive

documents. The total estimate can be found on the attached fee itemization form. Half of the

amount is the required deposit. The public body estimates it will take approximately 60 days

from receipt ofthe deposit to provide you with the responsible, nonexempt public records.

Your request for "[a]tl intemal and extemal communications (including. ..memos, draft

statements. . . ) created, received or exchanged by Prosecutor Lauren M. Wickman, chief
Assistant Prosecutor Beth Wickwire, or Assistant Proseculor Lauren Mattson between January

l, 2025, ard August 16, 2025, that reference or relate to: Media statements, press releases, or

public communications by the Prosecutor's Office; Coverage by WZMQ/Channel l9; the case(s)

involving Colton Brunette" is Case Files - Colton Brunette" is DENIED as a review of the

records reveals they do not exist. The undersigned hereby certifies that, after a search for records

and to the best of the undersigned's knowledge and belief, the public records requested, and

described below, do not exist within the records ofthe public body under the name nor any other
name reasonably known to the public body.

2. Case Files - Colton Brunette

DIiI-'IN COUN1Y PROSIICU'TOR'S OFFICE
310 I-UDIN(;T()N SfRlilif, SUfl'E 237 ESCANABi\ MI 49829
(906)789-5' 15
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Charging documents, trial preparation records' and plea agneements

associated with Colton Brunette, including but not limited to:

o The June 6, 2025 haffic stop in Escanaba;

o The February 2025 incident referenced by Prosecutor Wickman in her

August 15, 2025 press release.

Specifically, your request for "[c]harging documents, ... and plea agreements associated with

Colton Brunette" related to "[t]he June 6, 2025 traffic stop in Escanaba" is GRANTED IN
PART, DENIED IN PART. In granting your request, the following documents have been

provided:

Signed Complaint
Court generated Plea sheet

Your request for the above referenced records is DENIED to the extent that the content

of the responsive documents include information is of a personal nature where public

disclosure of the information would clearly constitute an unwarranted invasion of an

individual's privacy, to include but not limited to: defendant names, victim or witness

names, addresses, dates of births, telephone numbers, etc, pursuant to MCL I 5.243( I Xa)

Your request for "trial preparation records" related to "[t]he June 6, 2025 traffic stop in Escanaba"

is DENIED as a review ofthe records reveals they do not exist. The undersigned hereby certifies

that, after a search for records and to the best of the undersigned's knowledge and belief, the

public records requested, and described below, do not exist within the records ofthe public body

under the name nor any other name reasonably known to the public body.

Your request for "[c]harging documents, ... and plea agreements associated with Colton Brunette"

related to "[t]he February 2025 incident referenced by Prosecutor Wickman in her August 15,

2025 press release" is DENIED. These records have already been provided to you in response

to FOIA Request 25-171. Pursuant to Densmore v Michigan Department of corrections, 203

Mich 363, 266 (1994) as your request does not specifr why a second copy ofthe documents will
not suffice lor you needs. Absence such a showing, it would be a dissipation of public resources

to make and process a second request.

Your request for "trial preparation records" related to "[t]he February 2025 incident referenced

by Prosecutor Wickman in her August 15,2025 press release" is DENIED as a review of the

records reveals they do not exist. The undersigned hereby certifies that, after a search for records

and to the best of the undersigned's knowledge and beliel the public records requested, and

described below, do not exist within the records ofthe public body under the name nor any other

name reasonably known to the public body.

3. Policy/GuidanceRecords

DEI,TA COUNTY PROSECU'I OR'S OFII[CF,
310 I,UDING'I'ON S'I'REII I', SUIIE 237 I]SC,,\NABA MI 49829
(906)789-5115

Any internal policy, directive, or guidance documents regarding communications
with media outlets and the handling of"ongoing investigation" statements.
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Your request for the above described records is DENIED as a review of the records reveal they

do not eiist. The undersigned hereby certifies that, after a search for records and to the best ol
the undersigned's knowledge and belief, the public records requested, and described below, do

not exist within the records of the public body under the name nor any other name reasonably

known to the public body.

If you disagree with this decision, you may submit an appeal to the chairperson of the Delta

County Board of Commissioners, or seek judicial review in the Delta County Circuit Court. If
you prevail in Circuit Court, you may be entitled to receive attomey fees, costs, and

disbuisements as well as actual or compensatory damages, and punitive damages of$1,000.00.

I have also inctuded the website utilized to find Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Written

Policies, Guidelines, and Forms as well as the FOIA Appeal Form.

Ifyou have any questions or concems, please contact me.

Best Regards,

v vo

ng Attomey
n

Pros

l.

Wic

chi
Lau

l)lil-'l /\ C()UN'lY PROSIiCU I'OR'S OIr|lcI,l
3IO I,UDINGToN S]'RI,I'T, SUTTII 237 TiSO\NABA i\{I 49829
(906)789-5115

FOIA Coordinator



Delta County
310 Ludington St., Escanaba, Ml 49829

Phone: 906-789-5100

Detailed Cost
Itemization

ps16.09/08/2025 Prepared for Req ngs1 1,1e.. 25-199 Date Request Receiv2l. o8t18t2025

The following costs are being charged / estimated in compliance with Section 4 of the

Freedom of lnformation Act, MCL 15.234, according to the County's FOIA Policies and Guidelines.

lf the County is seeking a 50% deposit prior to providing the public records sought, the estimate is

itemized on this form, lines 1-5 below.

Michigan

lf all or a portion of the requested information is available on the County's website, the County is required to tell you it is

available on the website and, where practicable, include a specific webpage address where the information is available. In this

None

tr Some

! Ail

of the requested material can be found at the following webpage(s):

lf the webpage is all the information you need, it is provrded without charge. lf, however, you still wish to receive a copy of
matenal from the webpage, please let us know, The F0lA charges will apply if the County is required to produce copies of
material from the webpage.

! Requestor has stipulated that some / all of the requested records that are alreadv available on the CounW's
website but requests they be provided in a paper or non-paper physical digital medium and acknowledges that
providing the records in that format shall be subject to the County's normal charges outlined below.

County: Keeporiginal and
provide copies of both sides ol
each sheet, along wilh Public
Summary, to Requestor at no

charge.

Freedom of lnformation Act Request Detailed Cost ltemization

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form Page 1



't. Labor Cost to Locate:
This is the cost of labor directly associated with lhe necessary searching for, locating, and examining public

records in conjunction with receiving and fulfilling a granted written request. This fe€ is being charged

the request in this parlicular instance, specifically:
(apprciximately 500 emails ) 3 minutes estimated

becau3e failure to do so will result in unreasonably h io
itr

h costs to the Cou
require the locatio

nty because
n of the app

ol the nature ol
licable emails

per email

The County will not charge more than the hourly wage ot its lowest-paid employee capable of searching for,

locating, and examining he public records in this particular instance, Iegardless of wfrether that person is

available or who actually performs the labor.

These costs will be estimated and charged inl5-minute time increments; all partial time increments must b€

rounded down. lf the numbet of mindes ,ls /ess than 15, therc is no charge.

Hourly Wage Charged: t- charge pe] % hour: l-
OR

Hourly wage with Fringe Benefit Cost: t?1!L
Multiply the hourly wage by the percentage multipliel: %

lup to 500/o of the hourly wage) and add to the

houdy \,yage for a total per hour rate. Charge per % hour: f9?1-
[For records already available on the Countyb webs,ite lhat Reguestor has rcqu$led in a paper ot non-paryr

digital nedium, greater lhan the fl,/o limitation, nol to exceed the actuol cosls may be used to calculale Fdnge

Benefit Costs to be added to the houtly wage]

E Overtime rate charged as stipulated by Requestor (oved,ime rb not used to calculate lhe finge beneft cost)

Number ol
incrementg

x 100

To figure the

number of
incremenh, take

lhe number of
minutes:
1w,divideby
15 -minde

increments, and

rcund down.

Enter below:

2. Labor Cost for ino / Duolication

This is the cost of labor directly associated with duplication of publication, including making paper copies,

making digital copies, or transfening digital public records to be given to the requestor on non-paper physical

media or through the lntemet or other eleckonic means as stipulated by the requestor.

This shall not be more than the hourly wage of the County's lowest-paid employee capable of necessary

duplication or publication in this particular instance, regardless of whether that person is available or lvho

actually performs the labor.

These cosls will be estimated and charged in l5-minute time increments as set by the County Board of
Commbsioners (for example: 1s-minutes or fiDre); all partial time increments must be rounded do,,rn. /fthe
number of mindes is less than one increment, therc is no charye.

Houdy wage Charged: 3- Charge per % hour: $-
OR

Hourly Wage with Fringe Benelit Cost: t_
Multiply the hourly wage by the percentage multiplier: %
(up to 50ok of the houtly wage) and add to the
hourly wage for a total per hour rate.

Charge per % hour: $_
[Fot records aheady available on the County's weDslle ahat Reguestor has requested in a paper or non-paper
digital medium, greater than the 50% limilation, not to exceed the actua/ cosls may be used to calculate Finge
Beneft Costs to be added to the houtly wagel.

! Overtime rate charged as stipulated by Requestor (oyed,;"e is n ot used to cahuhle the tinge benefit cost)

To ligure the

number of
increments, take
lhe nunbet of
minutes:

- 
divide by

15 -minute

incrcments, and
mund down.

Entet below:

Number of
increments

x

Labor CoBt

t.
Labor cost

r!?

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form Page 2



3a. Emplovee Labor Cost for Seoaratino Exempt from Non.Exempt (Redactinq):

(Fi this oul ff using a County employee. lf contacled, use No.3b inslead).

The County will not charge for labor directly associated with redaction if it knows or has reason to know that it

previously redacted the record in question and still has the redacted version in its possession.

This fee is b€ing charged because failure to do so will r6ult in unreasonably high corts to the County
lhat are excessive and beyond the normal oI usual amount lor those services compared to the County's

e r€ouest in this Darlicular instance.
nt names and olhei personal idenlifyn(i rnformation

Work product.

Estimated 4 minutes pe r email due to large number of attachments associated with emai ls

This is the cost of labor of a County employee, including necessary review, directly associated with separating

and deleting exempt from nonexempt information. This shall not be more than the houriy v{age of the County'S

lowest.paid employee capable of separatjng and deleting exempt from nonexempt information in lhis particular

instance, regardless ol whether that person is available or who actually performs the labor.

These costs,,vill be estimated and charged 'l5.minute time inclements; all partialtime increments must be

rounded dolvn. ll the nunbet of mindes ,i /ess lhan 15, therc is no charge.

Houdy wage Charged: $- Charge per % hour: t
OR

Houdy Wage wilh Fringe Benelit Cost: $ 62.71

[/ultiply the hourly wage by t]e percentage multiplier: 

-%(up to 50ok of the houdy wage) and add to the

hourly wage for a total per hour rate. charge per Yr hour: I 15'68

[For records already available on the Counyb website lhat Reguestor has requested in a paper or non-paper

digital medium, greater lhan the 500/0 limitation, not to exceed the aclual costs may be used to calculate Finge

Benefit Costs to be added to the houty wagel

D Overtime rate charged as stipulated by Requestor (oveltime is not used to calculate the tringe benefr cost)

Number ol
increments

x 133.33

3a.

Labor Cost

92090.67

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form

usual FolA because

To fgure the
number of
increments, take

lhe number ot
minutes:
*.divideby
15 -ninute
increments, and

round down.

Enter below:

Page 3



3b. cted Labor Cost Exem from Non-Ex

(Fill this oul if using a contractot, such as fie etlomey. ll uslng in'house employ*, usa No. 3e instead.)

The County will not charge for labor directy associated with redaction if it knows or has reason to know that it

previously redacted the remrd in question and still has the redacted version in its possession

This fe€ is being charged because lailure to do so will result in unteasonably high costs to the County
that are excessive and beyond the nomal or usual amount for thore services compared to the County'3

usual FOIA requests, becauBe o, the nalure of the lequest in this particular instance,

soecifically:

As this County does not employ a person capable of separating exempt from non€xempt information in this

particular instance, as determined by fre FOIA Coordinator, his is the cost of labor of a contrac'tor (i.e.: outside

attomey), including necessary review, directy associated with separating and deleting exempt information lrom

nonexempt information. This shall not exceed an amount equal to 6 times the state minimum hourly wage rate

ol _lcunen y SUq.

Name ot contracted peBon or firm:

These costs wiil be estimated and charged in 1s-minute time increm enls (nust be l''ninules or morcI all

partial time increments must be rounded down . lf the number of minutes is /ess thsn 15, lherc is no charye.

Hourly Cost Charged: l- Charge per increment: l-

To fgure the

numb€r of
increments, take

lhe nunbet ot
minutes: 

-divide by
15 -ninute

incrcments, and
nud down to:

_ increments.
Entet below:

Number ol
incremenls

3b.
Labor Cost

t

4. Copvinq / Duplication Cost:

Copying costs may be charged if a copy of a public record is requested, or for the necessary copying of a record

for inspection (for example , to allow tor blacking out exempl intomation, to protecl old ot delicate otiginal

rccords, or because the otiginal rccord is a digital file or database not available tot public inspectionl.

No more than the !g!gd coll of a sheet of paper, gp!9-Ell!!!ql!Lgq!S-p9!.9.h99! for:

. Letter (8 % x 11-inch, single and double-sided): 

- 

cents per sheet

. Legal (8 % x 14-inch, single and double-sided): 

- 

cent! per sheet

No more than the ggEglcost ol a sheet of paper lol q!hg! paper 3ires:

. other paper sizes (single and double-sided): 

- 

cents / dollars pcr sheet

Actual and most reasonablv economical cost ol non-Daoel Dhvsical dioital media:

. Circle applicable; Disc / Tape / Drive / Other oigital Medium Cost per ltem: 

-

The cost of paper copies must be calculated as a totalcost per gbeg!of paper, The fee cannot exceed 10

cents per sheet of paper for copies of public records made on 8-1/2- by 11-inch paper or 8-1/2- by l4-inch
paper. The Countv must utilize the most economical means available for makina cooies of oublic records,
includino usino double-sided orintino, if cost savino and available.

Number of
Sheels:

x_
x_

x

No. ol ltems

x_
4. Total
Copy Cost

Page 4

x

Cost!:

t_

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form



Number of
Envelopes or
Packages:

x_
x-=
x_=

x_

x-=

The County will charge the actual cost of mailing, if any, for sending records in a reasonably economical and
justifiable manner. Delivery confirmation is not required.

. The county ,ray charge for he lggsElpglliyqh@ of postal delivery confirmation.

The County canrrol charge more for expedited shipping or insurance unless specifically requested by

the requestor.'

Actual Cost (least expensive) Postal Delivery Conlirmalion: $-

'Expedited Shipping or lnsurance as Requested: $-

E * Requestor has requested expedited shipping or insurance

5. Mailin Cost:

$- per pound

$_ per package

Actual Cost of Envelope or Packaging: $-
AclualCost ol PGtage: $- per stamp

Estimated Time Frame to Provide Records:

60 \days ot date)

The time frame estimate is nonbindang upon the

County, but the County is prcviding lhe estimate

in good laith. Providing an estimated lirne lrame

does not relieve the County from any oflhe
other requiremenb ol lhis acl.

t Cost estimate
rt Bill

1. Labor Cost to Locate:

2. Labor Cost for Copying:
3a. Labor Cost to Redact:

3b. Contract Labor Cost to Redact:

4. Copying/Duplication Cost:
5. irailing Cost:

Subtotal Fees Before Waivers . Discounts or Deoosits:

SubtotalFees:

Waiver: Public lnterest
A search for a public record may be conducted or copies of public records may be fumished without charge or at
a reduced charge if the County determines that a waiver or reduction ofthe fee is in the public interest because

searching for or fumishing copies of the public record can be considered as primarily benefting the general

E Allfee3 arewaived OR E Altees are reduced by: "/"

public
SubtotalFees
After Waiver:

$

$

$

$

3_

Costs:

5. Total
Mailing Cost

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form

x_=

9621.00
$0
32090.67
50
l0
$0

92711.67
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SubtotalFees
After Dbcount
(subtracl $20):

Discount: lndiqence
A public record search rnu3t be made and a copy of a public record must be fumished without charge forthe

fi;t S2O.OO of the fe€ for each request by an individual who is entitled to information under this act and who:

't) Submits an affidavit stating that the individual is indigent and receiving sp€cifc public assistance, OR

2) lI not receiving public assistance, stating facts showing inability to pay he cost because of indigence.

lf a requestor is ineligible for tte discount, the public body shall inform the requestor specifrcally olthe reason

for ineligibility in the public body's vvritten response, An individual is ineligible for tris fee reduction if ANY of the

following apply:

(i) The individual has previously received discounted copies of public records from the same public

body twice during that calendar year, OR

(ii) The individual requests the information in conjunction wifi outside parties who are offering or

providing payment or other remuneration to the individual to make ttle request. A public body may

iequire i itaiement by the requestor in the affidavit that the request is not being made in coniunction

with outside partjes in exchange tor payment or other remunelation

! Eligible ror lndigence Discount

SubtotalFees
After Discount
(subtract $20):

a copy of a public record must be fumished without charge forthe
a nonprofit organization formally designated by the state to carry out

pmental Disabilities Assistance and Bill oI Rights Act of 2000 and

the federal Protection and Advocacy for lndividuals with Mental lllness Act, ifthe request meets ALL ofthe

following requirements:
(i) ls made direcUy on behalf ofthe organization or its clients.

(ii) ls made for a reason wtolly conslstent with the mission and provisions of those laws

under section 931 of$e Michigan Mental Health Code, 1974 PA 258, MCL 330.1931

(iii) ls accompanied by documentation ol its designation by the state, if requested by the County

! Eligibte for NonProfit Discount

Discount: Nonp rofit 0rqanization
A public record search must be made and

lirst $20.00 ofthe te€ for each request by

activities under subtitle C of the federal Develo

0eposit
Amount
Required:

$1355.83

Date Paid

Deposit: Good Faith
The County may require a good-faith deposit before providino the oublic records to the Reouestor il the entir€

fee estimile or charge authorized under this seclion exceeds $50.00, based on a good1aith calculation of

the total fee. The dep;sit cannot exceed 1/2 of the total estimated fee. Percent of Deposit: 50 %

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form

$_
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Date Paid:

After the County has granted and fulfilled a written request hom an individual under this Act, if the County has

not been paid in full the total amount of fees for the copies of public records that the County made available to

the individual as a result of that written request, the County may require an increased estimated fee depGit
ol up to 100% of the estimated fee before lt beoins a full Dublic record search for any subsequent
written request from that individual if ALL of the following apply:

(a) The final Iee for the prior written request was not more than 105o/o of the estimated fee.

(b) The public records made available contained the information b€ing sought in the prior written

request and are still in the County's possession.

(c) The public records were made available to the individual, subject to payment, within the best effort

estjmated time frame given for the previous request.

(d) Ninety (90) days have passed since the County notified the individual in rYriting that the public

remrds were available for pickup or mailing.

(e) The individual is unable to show proof of prior payment to the County.

(0 The County calculates a detailed itemization, as required under l\,l0L 15.234, that is the basis for

the cunenl rvritten requests increased estimated fee deposit.

The County can no longer rcquire an increased estimated fee deposit lrom an individual if ANY of the

following apply:

(a) The individual is able to show proof of prior payment in full to the County, OR

(b) The County is subsequently paid in full for the applicable prior,,Yritten request, OR

(c) Three hundred sixty-fve (365)days have passed since the individual made the written request for

wtrich full payment was not remitted to the County.

0eposit: lncreased De Paid ln Fullto Previous FOIA Fees Notit Due

Number of
Days Over
Required
Response
Time:

ilultiply by 5%

= Total Percent
Reduclion:

lf the County does not respond to a written request in a timely manner as required under MCL 15.235(2), the

County must do the lollowing:

(a) Reduce the charges for laborcosts otherwise permitted by 5% for each day the County exceeds

the time permitted for a response to tlte request, with a maximum 50% leduction.

14. Late Response Labor Costs Redu ction

Date
Paid

The Public Summary of the County's FOIA Procedures and Guidelines is available free of charge from:
Website:deltacountymi.org Email:foia@deltacountymi.org
Phone: 906.789.5't00 Address: 310 Ludington St., Escanaba, Ml 49829

Request Will Be Processed, But Balance Must Be Paid Eefore Copies May Be Picked Up, Delivered or Mailed

Percent Deposit
Required:

Dep$it Required:

$_

Total Labor Costs

$

$

Minus Reduction

Total Balance
Du e:

(Fom created by MTA, MAMA and CS&T, PC, May 2015)

15. Balance Due (Deduct amount on Line 14 from amount on Line 13c)

= Reduced Total
Labor Costs

$_

Delta County FOIA Detailed Cost ltemization Form Page 7



oenialFormCounty: Keep original and
provide mpy ol both sides,
along with Public Summary,

to requestor al no charge.

Notice of Denial of FOIA Request
Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, Public Act 442 of 1976, MCL 15.23'1, elseg.

Request No.: 25-199 Date Received 09hs/2025 Check if received via: EEmail EFax El Other Electronic Method

Date of This Notice: 0910812025 Date delivered to junUspam folder:

(Please Pdnt or Type) Date discovered in junldspam folder:

Requestfor: ECopy ! Certified coPy I Record inspection ! Subscription to record issued on regular basis

Delivery ilethod: ! Will pick up E Will make own copies onsite E Mail to address above Email to address above

E Deliver on digital media provided by the County

Record(s) You Requested: (Llsled here ot see atlached copy of oiginal request) See attached copy of original request.

Name Phone

Firm/0rganizatjon Fax

Email pan1o3Pgmait.com

CiU Ashevitte State 16 

tr All OR E Part of your request for records has been denied. Please refer to this form for an explanation. lf you have any
00e789.5100questions regarding this denial, contact at

El 2. Record Does Not Exist: This item does not exist under the name provided in your request or by another name

known to the County A certificate that the public record does not exist under the name given is attached. lf you believe
reasonably

this recorddoes

E 3. Redaclion: A portion of the requested record had to be separated or deleted (redacted) as it is exempt under FOIA Section '13,

Subsection -* (inse numbel, because: *"'fu'

A brief description of the information that had to be sepa rated or deleted: see attachment, but to include but not limited to

nam6, ,hons ndnbss, addros$s, vdfirrrirns$ neno3, vclimlfimoss ,tono riumb.rs, vicrmlNihs$ addlssos, Daro. ol8nh, ssN, .rlmin€l id.fnc5bn rnlb6rl

Notice of Requesto/s Right to Seek Judicial Review
You are entitled under Se6{ion 10 of he Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, MCL 15.240, to appeal this denial to he County Board of
Commissioners or to commence an action in he Circuit Courl to compel disclosure ofthe requested records if you believe they were wrongfully
witrheld from disclosure.lf, afterjudicial review, the couri determines hat the County has not complied \.yith MCL 15.235 in making this denial and
orders disclosure of allor a portion of a public record, you have the right to receive attomeys' fees and damages as provided in MCL 15.240.
(See back of this tom fot
additional inlormation on your ights.J

Signature of FolA Coordi Date: q̂-B-?t%

Delta County

310 Ludington Street, Escanaba, Ml 49829

Phone: 906-789-5100

Reason for Denial:

E 1. Exempt from Oisclo3ure: This item is exempt from disclosure under FOIA Section 13, Subsection 

-(inseft 

nunbe\,
because:

exist,provideadescriptionthatwillenableustolocatetherecord:



FREEDOi,I OF INFORilATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Ac{ 442 of ,1976

l5.240.amended Options by requesting person; appeal; ac{ions by public body; receipt of written appeal; judicial review; civil

aclion; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; private view of public record; contempt; assignment of aciion or appeal

for hearing, trial, or argument; attorneys'fee3, costs, and disbursements; a$6sment of award; damag6.
Sec. 10.

(1) tf a public body makes a final determination to deny all or a portion of a request, the requesting person may do 1 of the following at

his or her option:
(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specilically states the word 'appeal" and identilies the reason 0r

reasons for reversal of the denial.

(b) Commence a civil action in the circuit court, or if the decision of a state public body is at issue, the court of claims, to

compel the public body's disclosure of the public records within 180 days after a public bodys final determination to deny a

request.

(2) Wilhin 10 business days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1)(a), the head of a public body shall do I of the

following:
(a) Reverse the disclosure denial.

(b) lssue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.

(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a Mitten notice to the rEuesting pecon upholding tle disclosure denial in part.

(d) Under unusual circumslances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period during which the

head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public body shall not issue more than 1 notice of

exlension lor a particular written appeal,

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written appeal under subsection (2)

until the flrst regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following submission of the written appeal under subsectlon

(1Xa). tf the hed ofihe public body fails to respond to a Mitten appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body

upholds all or a portion of the disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requesting person may seek judicial review

of the nondisclosure by commencing a civil action under subsection (1)(b),

(4) ln an action commenced under subsection (1)(b), a court that determines a public record is not exempt from disclosure shall order

ihe public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a public record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of

the public record, Venue for an action against a local public body is proper in the circuit court for the county in which the public record

or an ofiice of the public body is located has venue over the action. The cou( shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on

the public body to sustain its denial, The murl, on its ov'/n motion, may view the public record in mntroversy in private before reaching

a decision, Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under this section shall be assigned for hearing

and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every way,

(6) lf a person assertjng the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record prevails in an action

commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attomeys' fees, costs, and disbursements, lf the peBon or public body
prevails in part, the court may, in its discretion, award all or an appropnate portion of reasonable attomeys'fees, costs, and

disbursements. The award shall be assessed against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).

(7) lf the court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has arbitrarily and capriciously violated this
act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record, the court shall order the public body to pay a civil fine of
$1,000.00, which shall be deposited into the general fund of the state treasury. The court shall award, in addition to any actual or
compensatory damages, punitive damages in the amount of $1,000.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy 0f a
public recod. The damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding public body
that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its public function.

History: 1976, Acl442, Etl. Apr.13, '1977 i- Am. 1978,Act329, lmd.Eff.Juty11,'1978;-Am. 1996,Act553,Eff.Mar.31,1997;-
Am. 2014, Act 563, Eff. July 1,2015



Delta County

310 Ludington Street, Escanaba, Ml 49829

Phone: 906-789-5100

oenial Appeal FormCounty: Keep original and

provide copy of bolh sides,

along with Public Summary,
to requeslor al no charge

FOIA Appeal Form-To Appeal a Denial of Records
Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, Public Act 

'142 
of 1976, MCL'15.231, ef seq.

Request No.. 25-199 Date Received: 

- 

Check if received via: E Email E Fax E Other Electronic Method

Date of This Notice:
(Please Pdnt or Type)

Date delivered to junUspam folder:

Date di5d6!-ered in junUspam folder:

Request for: E Copy E Certified copy E Record inspection

Delivery Method: E Will pick up E Will make own copies onsite
E Subscription to record issued on regular basis

E [4ailto address above E Emailto address above

E Deliver on digital media provided by the County:

Record(s) You Requested: (Listed ,ere or see aftached mpy of or$nal request)

PhoneName

Firm/Organization Fax

EmailStreet

City State zip

Requestor's Si gnature: Date:

County Response:

The County must provide a response wi0in 10 business days afrer receiving this appeal, including a determinaton or taking one 1o-business day

extension.

County Extension: We are extending the date to respond to your FOIA denialappealfor no more than 10 business days, until-
(nonth, day, yeaf1. Only one extension may be taken per FolA appeal.

Unusual circumstances wananting extensi0n

If you have any questions regarding this extension, mntact

County Determination:

E Denial Reversed E Denial Upheld I Denial Reversed in Part and Upheld in Part

The following previously denied records will be released

Notice of Requ8tor's Rightto Seek Judlcial Review
You are entitled under Sec{ion 10 of he Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, MCL 15.240, to appeal this denial to he County Board of
Commissioners or tocommence an ac{on in the Circuit Court to compel disclosure of the requested records ifyou believe hey were wrongfully
withheld from disclosure.lf, after judicial review, the murt determines $at the County has not complied with MCL 15.235 in making tris denial and
orders disdosure of allor a portion of a public record, you have the right to receive attomeys' fees and damages as provided in MCL 15.240.
(See back ot this tom fot
additional intormation on Wur rights.l

Signature of FolA Coordinator: Date:

Reason(3)ror Appeal:

The appeat must identify the reason(s)for reversing the denial. You may use this form or attach additional sheets:



FREEDOM OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Act tg2 0f 1976

15.240.amended Options by requ$ting person; appeal; actions by public body; receipt of written appeal;iudicial review; civil

action; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; private viarv ol public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal

for hearing, trial, or argument; attorneys'le$, cosB, and disbursements; assessment of award; damages,

Sec. 10.

(1) lf a public body makes a final determination to deny all or a portion of a rEuest, the requesting person may do 1 of the following at

his or her option:
(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word 'appeal" and identifies the reason or

reasons for reversal of the denial.

(b) Commence a civil action in the circuit court, or if the decision of a state public body is at issue, the court of claims, to

compel the public body's disclosure of the public records within 180 days after a public body's linal determination to deny a

request.

(2) Within 1O business days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1Xa), the head of a public body shall do 1 of the

following:
(a) Reverse the disclosure denial.

(b) lssue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.

(c) Reverse tr\e disclosure denial in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding trhe disclosure denial in part.

(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period during which the

head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public body shall not issue more than I notice of

extension fora pa cular written appeal,

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written appeal under subsection (2)

until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following submission of the Mitten appeal under subsection

(1Xa). lf the head of the public body fails to respond to a written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body

upholds all or a portion of the disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requestjng person may seek judicial review

of the nondisclosure by commencing a civil action under subsection (1)(b),

(4) ln an action commenced under subsection (1Xb), a court that determines a public record is not exempt from disclosure shall order

the public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a public record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of

the public record. Venue for an action against a local public body is proper in the circuit court for the county in which the public record

or an office of the public body is located has venue over the action, The court shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on

the public body to sustain its denial. The murt, on its own motion, may view the public record in controversy in private before reaching

a decision. Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of murt.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under lhis section shall be assigned for hearing

and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every way,

(6) lf a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record prevails in an action

commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attomeys' fees, msts, aM disbursements. lf the person or public body

prevails in parl, the court may, in its discretion, award all or an appropriate portion of reasonable attomeys' fees, costs, and

drsbursements. The award shall be assessed against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).

(7) lf the court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has arbitrarily and capriciously violated this
act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record, the court shall order the public body to pay a civilfine of
$1,000,00, which shall be deposited into the general fund of the state treasury. The court shall award, in addition to any actual or
compensatory damages, punitive damages in the amount of $1,000.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy of a
public record. The damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding public body
that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as pa( of its public function.

History: 1976, Act 442,Eti. Apr.13, '1977 i- Am. 1978, Act 329, tmd. Eff, Juty 11, 1978;- Am. 1996, Act s53, Eff, tr4ar. 31, 1997;-
Am. 2014, Act 563, Efl, July 1, 2015.



Freedom of lnformation Act (FolAl Written Policles, Guldellnes, and Forms

To review all policies, guidelines, and forms related to FolA, please visit Delta county's website at:

www,deltacountvm i.qov/foia

Upon request, a mailed copy of the polices, Suidelines, and/or forms will be provided' Please contact

the Delta County Administration Office at 906-789-5100 or by mailat:

Delta county Administration Office

310 tudington Street, Suite 222

Escanaba, MichiEan, 49829



Attachment to Freedom of Information Act Request Notice of Denial of FOIA Request

related to FOIA Request 25-199

Reason for Denial:

3. Redaction: A portion ofthe requested record had to be separated or deleted (redacted) as it is

exempt under FOIA Section 13, Subsections:

Information is ol a personal nature where public disclosure of the information would

clearly constitute an unwarranted invasion of an individual's privacy, to include but not

limited to: defendant names, victim or witness names, addresses, dates ofbirths, telephone

numbers, etc, pusuant to MCL 15.243(1Xa);

Materials or content subject to Attomey Work Product exception, pursuant MCL
15.243(1Xh), Messenger v Ingham County Prosecutor,232 Mich App 633 (1998);

Materials or content subject to Attomey Client Privilege, pursuant to MCL 15.243(lXg);

Investigating records compiled for law enforcement purposes to the extent that disclosure

as a pubtic record would either interfere with law enforcement proceedings, deprive a
person of the right to a fair trial or impartial administrative adjudication, constitute an

unwarranted invasion ofpersonal privacy, Disclose the identity ofa confidential source, or
if the record is compiled by a law enforcement agency in the course of a criminal
investigation, disclose confidential information fumished only by a confidential source,

disclose law enforcement investigative techniques or procedures, endanger the life or
physical safety of law enforcement personnel, or disclose the identity of a party who, as

described in subdivision (cc), proceeds anonymously in a civil action in which the party

alteges that the party was the victim of sexual misconduct pursuant to MCL 15.243(bXD-
(vi)

A public record that if disclosed would prejudice a public body's ability to maintain the

physical security of custodial or penal institutions occupied by persons arrested or
convicted ofa crime or admitted because ofa mental disability, unless the public interest

in disclosure under this act outweighs the public interest in nondisclosure, pursuant to MCL
ls.243(C)

Records of information specifically described and exempted from disclosure by statute,
pursuant to MCL 15.243(d)

Medical, counseling, or psychological facts or evaluations conceming an individual if the
individual's identity would be revealed by a disclosure of those facts or evaluation,
including protected health intbrmation, as defined in 45 CFR 160.103, pursuant to MCL
ls.243(t)

Public records of a law enforcement agency, the release of which would do any of the
following: (i) Identify or provide a means of identifuing an informant. (ii) Identify or
provide a means of identifying a law enforcement undercover officer or agent or a plain
clothes officer as a law enforcement officer or agent. (iii) Disclose the personal address or
telephone number ofactive or retired law enforcement officers or agents or a special skill
that they may have. (iv) Disclose the name, address, or telephone numbers of family



members, relatives, children, or parents of active or retired law enforcement officers or

agents. (v) Disclose operational instructions for law enforcement offlcers or agents.(vi)

Reveal the contents of staff manuals provided for law enforcement offlcers or agents. (vii)
Endanger the life or safety of law enforcement officers or agents or their families, relatives,

children, parents, or those who fumish information to law enforcement departments or
agencies. (viii) Identify or provide a means of identiffing a person as a law enforcement

officer, agent, or informant. (ix) Disclose personnel records of law enforcement agencies.

(x) Identiff or provide a means of identifuing residences that law enforcement agencies are

requested to check in the absence of their owners or tenants. Pursuant to MCL 15.243(sXi)-

(x)

Records of a public body's security measures, including security plans, security codes and

combinations, passwords, passes, keys, and security procedures, to the extent that the

records relate to the ongoing security ofthe public body, pursuant to MCL 15'243(u).

Information or records that would disclose the Social security number of an individual,
pursuant to MCL 15.243(w).

Information that would identifu or provide a means ol identifring a person that may, as a

result ofdisclosure ofthe information, become a victim ofa cybersecurity incident or that

would disclose a person's cybersecurity plans or cybersecurity-related practices,

procedures, methods, results, organizational information system infrastructure, hardware,

or software, pursuant to MCL 15.243(z)



Counry: KeeP original and

omvide copy o{ bdh sides,

along with PuHic SummarY,

b Requeslo, al no charge'

Request No':
Date of This Notice:

(Pleax Pdnl or TYP9)

Record(s)

Delta CounW
g10 LrOingron 

-Sr., 
Escanaba, Ml 49829

Notice to

Phone: 90&789-5100

Extend ResPonse Time for FOIA Reguest

Michigan Freedom of Act, Public Acl142 of 1976, MCL 15'81,atceq'

o Recod insPection

own coPies onsile

YouRequ$ted:(Lisledhereorseeattachedcopyoforiginal]equest)

"#,;:XXT,:T,i,,Y&ryff':i[Ho,|fl 
f'i*

Method

coov of orlolnal attachcd'

7r9-313-0395
Phone

Name
Fax

11 . con
Street

Emai

NC
zipState

citY Ashevl11e

q

We are extending the date to EsPond to Your FO|A req uest for no more than '10 business days, until (nonth, daY,Yeal.

Only one extensio n may be taken Per FolA request. ll You have any questions regarding this exlension' contact

al

Estimated Tlme Frame to Provlde Recoldt:
(lays or datQ

The time trame estimate is nonbinding upon the CountY is pmviding the estimate in good faih. Pmviding an estimated

time frame does not relieve a Public body from any of lhe other requiremenb of his act'

to search for, collect, or appDpriately examine or review a voluminous arnounl o, separate and distincl publb

M), The countv needs

#ords Pursuant to Your

! 2. The County needs to collect lhe requested

f"o.rrtO ,p.tt foti, the County of ice' SPecifically'

oublic records fiom numemus feld offices' facilities.' or other eslablishmenb lhal are

ffiA;il';;ilotdin'ate oocuments'rom the bllowing locations:

! 3. Other (describe):

Date

a
Signaturc of FOIA Coord

(Fotn c.1'ded by MTA, LUIiA ahd CSLr,

Reason for E<tenslon:



flhls page leff blrnk on PurPose']



Zimbra I a_=
tracy@deltacou ntymi.org

Fax received from 12065080848

From : TelNet Worldwide Sat Aug L6,2025 10:56 AM

<noreply@notifo.telnetfax.com> 0 L allachment

Sender : noreply@notifu.telnetfax.com

Subject: Fax received from 12065080848

To : ad minfax@deltacountYmi. gov

External images are not displayed' -DEplayjmages below

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening attachments or

clicking links, especially from unknown senders.

IlLogo

YOU HAVE
REGEIVED A FA))G

You've received a fax!



+L 905-789-5t97

Sender CSID 17194101487

Pages received

Receive time 8.16,2025 10:55:58 AM -04:00

View additional details inside the Fax portal

Logi to secure portal

Contact Us

inbound_202508 160255580_5 198b36190d 57 464107 L8555daa 10000
- .pdf

87 KB

To

3

DLogo



Frredom of lnformatlon Ac{ Roquct
Dale: August 16th, 2025

Dear FOIA Coordlnator:

Pursuanl to the Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act (MCL 15.231 et s€q.)' I am requ6sting

copies of the followlng records:

1. Press & Media Communications

. All intemal and extemal mmmunications (including emails, memos, draft statsm€nts,

and t€xt m6ssag€s) 66at€d, r€c€ivod, or exdlanged by Proseqitor Lauron M.

YYlokman, Chief Assistanl Prosacutor Both Wchfllro, or Assiglant Prosecutor Lauren

Mattson b€twsen January 1, 2025 and August 16, 2025' that ref€ronco or relate to:

o Media Blatsmants, press releases, or publlc mmmunications issued by he
Prosscutor's Offlce;

Coverage by WZMQ i Channel 19 News;

a The case(s) involving Colton 8runettc.

2. Case Files - Colton Brunette

Charglng documonB, trial proparatlon records, and plea agroetnenb associstod
with Colton Brunene, including bul not limited to:

The June 6, 2025 traffic stop in Escanaba;

o

a

o

FOIA Coordinator
Delta County Prosecutor's Ofiice
3,l0 Ludlngton Stre€t
Escanaba, Ml 49829
Fax (906) 78$5197

Re: FOIA Requort - Recordr Underlylng Procr Relegae by Pro.ocutor Wlc*m.n



o The February 2025 incident raferenced by Prosoculor Wid(man in her August 15,

2025 pr6ss rolease.

3. Pollcy / Guldance Records

Any intornal poliry, direclive, or guidancs docum€nls regarding communications with

media outlets and tho handllng of 'orgoing invostigation' statements'
a

Format & Fees

I request that rosponsive reoords be provided eleclronlcally (PDF or nativa 6mail fomat where

available). Please provide an il€mized fe€ €stimale in sdvancs if costs will excs€d 920.

Publlc lnterest Statement

These records are sought to evaluate the consistency and lransparency of lho tlelta county

Prosecutor's O{fice in its publh communications end charging decisions.

Prosocutor Wckman's Augusl 15, 2025 press release referenced :pcclfic chargcr and

lncldentr lnvolvlng Col0on Brunetle, even though ths Proseculo/s Offoe has donl€d access

to similar records in oth6r cases. This cteatgs clear contradidiofls between FOIA danials end

selective public disclGures.

Exampl€s Include:

r FOIA#25-186: Denied charging decision records' claiming thoy'do not exist,'y6t
Wickman publicly describes charging decisions ln the Brunette matter'

FOIA fi15-lEE: Denled trial preparation r€cords as 'duplbativ6' of prior requests, yot

Wickman discr.rsses ongoing cas€ shategy publicly in lh€ press release.

FOIA i25-183: Withhold communications and caso notes while ass€rting broad

exemptions, but slmullan€ously issues disaetionary media statemonts about activB

casos.

o

a



These denials aesBrted broad 'nonexistenca' or'duplicalion' daims that ar8 contradlcled by

wictman's selective public disdosures.

The Prosecuto/s OfffcB oannot claim oxempton or non€dstenc€ under FOIA while

simultaneously issuing pre.! Et8temonts that pnovo the rccotd3 do €I|3t and are belng

used lntomally. Disclosing some d€tails to the public while denying access under FOIA raisos

serious conc€rns of lnconsl.tont and potltlc.lly motlvated .ppllcstlon of oxomptlonr.

Acoordlngly, disclosure h€re is necassary to determine whethsr th6 Prosecuto/s offce i3

applying FolA exemptions in good f8ith, or using seleclive discretlonsry rBlesse to advsnca its

own narratlv€s whilo d€nying legltimate public oversight.

Sincerely,

Joseph John Panotta

Ph:71931$3095


