
STATE OF MICHIGAN

OFFICE OF THE ATTORNEY GENERAL

PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF MICHIGAN,

Plaintiff.

-vs-

Defendant.

PETITION FOR APPOINTMENT OF SPECIAL PROSECUTOR

Lauren wickman, Prosecuting Attomey for Delta county, hereby petitions the Attomey
General pursuant to MCL S 49.160(1) for the appointment of a Special prosecuting Attomey for
the following reasons:

1. on occurred in wells Township, Delta
County Michigan. The report of the  was called in by The

was reported to have occurred between and .  had
called  and indicated that  had assaulted her with a glass bottle, as well as
grabbing her by the neck. when contacted by law enforcement,  did not report any
assault.  agreed to leave the residence and spend the night at a friend's house.

2. The Delta County Prosecutor's Office works with law enforcement in the Delta County
area, including Delta County SherifPs Office and Escanaba Public Safety Department. The
Prosecutor's Office works closely with law enforcement officers on a daily basis from both
departments.

3. In this instance,  is ernployed as a  with . one
of  job duties includes courthouse duty, requiring him to come to the Delta
County Prosecutor's office several times a week.

7.

 is married to , who is employed as a 
.  is currently assigred to the 

and works on a daily basis with prosecutor wickman, reviewing cases,
discussing strategies, and drafting search warrants.

Upon information and belief, the friend's house that  walked to is the residence of
another .

Individuals within the Delta county Prosecutor's office have socialized outside of the work
setting with both  and  as well as 

utder MCL $ 49.160, "lfthe prosecuting attorney ofa county determines himself or herself
to be disqualified by reason of conflict of interest or is otherwise unable to attend to the
duties of the office, he or she shall file with the attomey general a petition stating the

4.

5.

6.



conflict or the reason he or she is unable to serve and requesting the appointment of a
special prosecuting attomey to perform the duties ofthe prosecuting attomey in any matter
in which the prosecuting attomey is disqualified or until the prosecuting attomey is able to
serve."

8. The Delta County Prosecutor's Office believes we are disqualified from pursuing a
criminal case against , given his role as law enforcement, the witnesses being
local law enforcement, and close ties to several individuals involved with the Prosecutor's
Office.

WHEREFORE, your Petitioner requests that a Special Prosecuting Attomey be appointed in
this matter to review for review of the above referenced case and for any additional reliefthat law
and justice may require.

Dated: September 11 ,2022
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BEST PRACTICES RECOMMENDATION 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST/SPECIAL PROSECUTOR 

Central to the integrity of the criminal justice system is a prosecuting official free of 

bias or conflict that would undermine faith in the independence of the office.  A 

prosecutor’s ability to ensure the guilty are held accountable, the innocent are 

protected and the interests of crime victims and the community are safeguarded 

requires such independence. 

Prosecutors are elected to represent the People of the State of Michigan in their 

community and not any one entity or individual. Because of that unique position in 

the criminal justice system, disqualification is not a decision to be taken lightly. 

Seeking to maintain the dignity and honor of the profession and compliance with the 

high standard of professionalism required to maintain the public trust, the 

Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan (PAAM) recommends: 

 Prosecutors should be knowledgeable of the Michigan Rules of Professional 

Conduct as to this subject, including relevant case law, statutes, and ethics 

opinions. 

 An elected prosecutor who has conflict a conflict will require recusal of the 

entire prosecutor’s office.  A supervising prosecutor with a conflict may 

require office recusal depending on the screening procedures in place.   

 Procedures within a prosecutor’s office should be established to address actual 

or potential conflicts, which include the creation of firewalls and conflict teams 

or supervisors to ensure conflicts are identified and necessary screening occurs.  

The manner in which conflicts or potential conflicts are handled should be 

documented. National Prosecution Standards (NDAA) 1-3.4. 

 

 As soon as a conflict is discovered that requires the disqualification of a 

prosecutor’s office, the prosecuting attorney should seek a special prosecutor 

by submitting a petition and supporting documents (e.g. police report) to the 

Department of Attorney General, pursuant to MCL 49.160.  The petition 

should articulate the basis for the disqualification and rely on more than a 

mere claim that someone might question whether the prosecutor should be 

disqualified. A copy of the petition and supporting documents should be 

provided to the Prosecuting Attorneys Coordinating Council. If the supporting 



 

        

documents are voluminous, a summary of the case or investigation should be 

provided.  The procedure for appointment of special prosecutors as 

established by PAAM should be followed. 

 

 A prosecutor should not accept appointment as a special prosecutor unless the 

prosecutor is confident that they possess the ability, expertise, staff, and other 

support and resources necessary to prosecute a case through conclusion, 

including any interlocutory or post-conviction appeals. 

 

 Once the appointment of a special prosecutor is made, the disqualified 

prosecuting attorney should refrain from discussing the merits and any 

potential disposition of the case with the special prosecutor or the media.  This 

does not limit contact between offices to insure that all relevant material is 

transferred to the special prosecutor. It is generally permissible for the 

disqualified prosecutor to provide general information to the Special 

Prosecutor, including information about victim services available in that 

county. The Special Prosecutor should be responsible for all victim notifications 

and ensuring that the requirements of the Crime Victim’s Rights Act are 

observed. Additionally, the special prosecutor should notify the disqualified 

prosecuting attorney as to the disposition of the case upon its conclusion. 

Nothing in this recommendation should be construed to limit consultation by 

the Special Prosecutor with any victim under the Crime Victim’s Rights Act. 

A best practices recommendation by the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of 

Michigan (PAAM) is the product of careful consideration of experienced prosecuting 

attorneys.  However, it is only a recommendation.  A best practices 

recommendation may or may not be feasible or desirable to implement in every 

jurisdiction.  There may be other methods in local jurisdictions to reach the same or 

similar objectives. 

Date approved by PAAM: February 10, 2017 

 

 

 

 



 

310 LUDINGTON STREET, SUITE 237 ESCANABA MI 49829 
(906)789-5115  

Lauren M. Wickman  

Acting Prosecutor 

Civil Counsel 

Beth Wickwire 

Chief Assistant Prosecutor 

Deputy Civil Counsel  

 

 

MEMO 
 

DATE:  September 26, 2022 

 

TO:  Tpr Leinonen, Michigan State Police   

 

FROM:  Lauren Wickman, Chief Assistant Prosecuting Attorney Delta County 

 

RE: MSP Incident No. 84-1384-22 ( ) 

 

I have reviewed the above-referenced matter. Based upon my review, our office will not be 

authorizing criminal charges, as there are multiple, conflicting stories on what had occurred that 

night. Moreover, the alleged victim has contacted our office several times to indicate that the 

matter was simply a “misunderstanding” and that she did not want to pursue charges.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Lauren Wickman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Delta County Prosecutor’s Office 



 

310 LUDINGTON STREET, SUITE 237 ESCANABA MI 49829 
(906)789-5115  

Lauren M. Wickman  

Prosecuting Attorney 

Civil Counsel 

Beth Wickwire 

Chief Assistant Prosecutor 

Deputy Civil Counsel  

Delta County Prosecutor’s Office 

MEMO 

DATE:  May 20, 2024 

TO: Tpr Polley, Michigan State Police    

 

FROM:  Lauren Wickman, Prosecuting Attorney Delta County 

 

RE: MSP Incident Number 84-717-24 ( )  

 

I have reviewed the above matter. Based on my review of the matter, our office will not be issuing 

a criminal charge in this matter, as there is no indication of an assault occurring. As such, our 

office would not be able to sustain the necessary burden of proof.  

 

Please note, this matter was not sent for review to determine if a Special Prosecutor was needed. 

A previous matter was sent for review in 2022, at which time the Attorney General’s Office 

determined there was no a conflict of interest. There is not a substantial change in the relationship 

with  and myself, or the office as a whole. As such, I did not feel an additional 

determination was necessary. However, if you wish to have this done, please contact me and I 

will file the necessary paperwork.   

 

Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns.  Thank you. 

 

Lauren Wickman 

Prosecuting Attorney 



A warrant is submitted to your office, 
your office is contacted to review a 

search warrant prior to the case being 
submitted, or a conclict is identified in a 

case.

Is there a conflict?

MRPC 1.7-1.11

Need PACC Assistance Did you previously represent the 
suspect/party in private practice? YES

         NO Conflicted Party Action Steps

Do you have a financial or emotional 
interest in the case?

YES

PA or CAPA

APA or Staff

         NO

Do you have a personal relationship with 
the accused or a significant witness?

YES

         NO

No Conflict
If all answers are 'No', a Special 

Prosecutor is not needed.

When submitting a case for special prosecution, please email the following documents:
    - Petition
    - Complete charging documents (if the case has been charged)
    - Police report

Copies of these documents should be sent to both of the following:
ag-crim-spa@michigan.gov
collinsd15@michigan.gov

If you are unsure if a 
conflict exists, discuss the 
conflict with AED (or ED 
if the AED is unavailable).

[If a conflict is deemed to 
exist, proceed to box 

labelled 
A Conflict Exists.]

          Remember: “While a prosecutor must prosecute vigorously, he must also prosecute impartially.” 
    P v Doyle, 159 Mich App 632, 643

     Special Prosecution Assignment (SPA) Process

A Conflict Exists

Who has the conflict?

Send for special 
prosecution.

If possible, keep the case 
and isolate the conflicted 
individual from the case. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Special Prosecution Assignment (SPA) Checklist 

Remember: “While a prosecutor must prosecute vigorously, he must also prosecute 
impartially.” People v Doyle, 159 Mich App 632, 643 (1987). 

A warrant is submitted to your office, your office is contacted to review a search 
warrant prior to the case being submitted, or a conflict is identified in a case: 

 Is there a conflict?  MRPC 1.7-1.11 
 Did you previously represent the suspect/party in private practice? 
 Do you have a financial or emotional interest in the case? 
 Do you have a personal relationship with the accused or a significant 

witness? 
 Is it an actual conflict or is just uncomfortable? 
 Who is the conflict with? 

 If conflict with PA or CAPA – send for SPA. 
 If conflict is with APA or staff member, can you isolate the person 

with the conflict from the case? 
 If yes, then do a conflict wall and isolate the person from the 

case. 
 If no, then send for SPA. 

 To submit a SPA: email a petition describing the conflict, the police 
report, and charging documents (if case is charged) to the AG and the 
AED of PACC. 

 If there are questions as to whether there is a conflict or not, discuss the 
conflict with the AED or ED.   

After the AG agrees there is a conflict, the case will either stay at the AG’s office 
or be sent to PACC to contact counties to take the case as a SPA. Once a new 
office is assigned to the case, an Order of Appointment of Special Prosecutor will 
be sent to all parties by the AED. 

Do Not: discuss the facts or disposition of the case with the SPA, as your office 
has been removed from the case.   

Do: act upon the conflict as soon as it is identified, preferably pre-charge. 

Do: discuss logistical things that they may need to know, such as, court dates, 
victim services, discovery, or evidence that needs to be sent to them. 
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BEST PRACTICES RECOMMENDATION 

CONFLICT OF INTEREST/SPECIAL PROSECUTOR 

Central to the integrity of the criminal justice system is a prosecuting official free of 

bias or conflict that would undermine faith in the independence of the office.  A 

prosecutor’s ability to ensure the guilty are held accountable, the innocent are 

protected and the interests of crime victims and the community are safeguarded 

requires such independence. 

Prosecutors are elected to represent the People of the State of Michigan in their 

community and not any one entity or individual. Because of that unique position in 

the criminal justice system, disqualification is not a decision to be taken lightly. 

Seeking to maintain the dignity and honor of the profession and compliance with the 

high standard of professionalism required to maintain the public trust, the 

Prosecuting Attorneys Association of Michigan (PAAM) recommends: 

 Prosecutors should be knowledgeable of the Michigan Rules of Professional 

Conduct as to this subject, including relevant case law, statutes, and ethics 

opinions. 

 An elected prosecutor who has conflict a conflict will require recusal of the 

entire prosecutor’s office.  A supervising prosecutor with a conflict may 

require office recusal depending on the screening procedures in place.   

 Procedures within a prosecutor’s office should be established to address actual 

or potential conflicts, which include the creation of firewalls and conflict teams 

or supervisors to ensure conflicts are identified and necessary screening occurs.  

The manner in which conflicts or potential conflicts are handled should be 

documented. National Prosecution Standards (NDAA) 1-3.4. 

 

 As soon as a conflict is discovered that requires the disqualification of a 

prosecutor’s office, the prosecuting attorney should seek a special prosecutor 

by submitting a petition and supporting documents (e.g. police report) to the 

Department of Attorney General, pursuant to MCL 49.160.  The petition 

should articulate the basis for the disqualification and rely on more than a 

mere claim that someone might question whether the prosecutor should be 

disqualified. A copy of the petition and supporting documents should be 

provided to the Prosecuting Attorneys Coordinating Council. If the supporting 



 

        

documents are voluminous, a summary of the case or investigation should be 

provided.  The procedure for appointment of special prosecutors as 

established by PAAM should be followed. 

 

 A prosecutor should not accept appointment as a special prosecutor unless the 

prosecutor is confident that they possess the ability, expertise, staff, and other 

support and resources necessary to prosecute a case through conclusion, 

including any interlocutory or post-conviction appeals. 

 

 Once the appointment of a special prosecutor is made, the disqualified 

prosecuting attorney should refrain from discussing the merits and any 

potential disposition of the case with the special prosecutor or the media.  This 

does not limit contact between offices to insure that all relevant material is 

transferred to the special prosecutor. It is generally permissible for the 

disqualified prosecutor to provide general information to the Special 

Prosecutor, including information about victim services available in that 

county. The Special Prosecutor should be responsible for all victim notifications 

and ensuring that the requirements of the Crime Victim’s Rights Act are 

observed. Additionally, the special prosecutor should notify the disqualified 

prosecuting attorney as to the disposition of the case upon its conclusion. 

Nothing in this recommendation should be construed to limit consultation by 

the Special Prosecutor with any victim under the Crime Victim’s Rights Act. 

A best practices recommendation by the Prosecuting Attorneys Association of 

Michigan (PAAM) is the product of careful consideration of experienced prosecuting 

attorneys.  However, it is only a recommendation.  A best practices 

recommendation may or may not be feasible or desirable to implement in every 

jurisdiction.  There may be other methods in local jurisdictions to reach the same or 

similar objectives. 

Date approved by PAAM: February 10, 2017 

 

 

 

 


	MSP Report 84-1384-22.pdf
	NONAGGRAVATED ASSAULT
	SUMMARY:
	On the listed date and time Tpr. Tardiff and I (Tpr. Leinonen) were advised of a domestic assault that had occurred at the listed venue. Troopers made contact with the victim, Leslie Walch, and the suspect, Gary Sovey, at the listed venue. Subsequentl...
	VENUE:
	DATE & TIME:
	SUSPECT:
	VICTIM:
	RECONTACT WITH GARY SOVEY:
	Troopers made contact again with Sovey outside of the listed venue. He relayed the following information. It is not verbatim.
	-He told Leslie that they were done
	-Leslie ran down stairs and broke his computer
	-She returned upstairs
	-Leslie grabbed the Tito’s bottle and poured it down the sink
	-Leslie broke the Tito’s bottle in the sink
	-Leslie then went into the bedroom and closed the door
	-He then went to the table and made a drink
	-He does not know how much she has had to drink tonight
	-He has had 6 shots total since he got home at 1900hrs
	-He does not want his computer listed as broken in the report
	-He does not have cameras in the residence, and the cameras outside the residence don’t work
	-He did not break the Tito’s bottle
	-His hand was not on the Tito’s bottle when it got broke
	-His hand was not over Leslie’s hand when the Tito’s bottle broke
	-Abigail did not observe anything
	ADDITIONAL INFORMATION:
	Leslie advised that she and Abigail would stay at her friends residence for the rest of the night. Leslie had walked down the road to that residence when Troopers cleared the incident.
	COMPLAINANT:
	-Leslie called her
	-Leslie was crying and was upset
	-Leslie advised that Sovey was drinking
	-Leslie advised that Sovey and her got into an argument
	-Leslie advised that Sovey grabbed her by the back of the neck
	-Leslie advised that Sovey smashed a Tito’s bottle over her hand
	-She advised Leslie to call 911, Leslie asked her to call 911 because she was afraid to call 911
	-The rest of the conversation was difficult for her to understand because Leslie began to cry very hard
	-She then called Sgt. Lewis
	-Sovey sent her a text that read, “Thank you she’s full of lies just an FYI she broke my Tito’s. Unreal I’m done”.
	LESLIE’S DAUGHTER:
	Abigail was on scene during the incident, however she did not observe anything.
	EXTERNAL DOCUMENT:
	DV-001
	CRIME VICTIM'S RIGHTS:
	Leslie was served a UD-30 on scene.
	CCH:
	Sovey’s CCH was ran. There was no information on the CCH.
	IN CAR VIDEO:
	In car camera system 8419 / Tardiff was used.
	BODY WORN CAMERA:
	BWC’s Leinonen and Tardiff were used.
	STATUS:





