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Re: FOIA Request #25-234

I acknowledge receipt of your Freedom of Information Act request dated October l, 2025

received by the Delta county Prosecutor's office on october l, 2025 for the following

documents:

Pursuant to Michigan Freedom of Information Act (MCL 15.231 et seq'), I am requesting

copies of laboratory testing results related to the evidence seized in the Escanaba bar

cocaine raid, which was the subject of my prior FOIA request #25-130.

Specifically, this request seeks:

l. Laboratory analysis reports, toxicologr results, or controlled substance testing

reports generated by the Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory. any regional

forensic [ab, or any contracted/private forensic laboratory, conceming suspected

narcotics seized in the Escanaba bar cocaine raid.

2. Any chain-of-custody cover sheets accompanying those lab results.

3. Any transmittal or return correspondence between the Prosecutor's Office and the

laboratory regarding the status or outcome of the testing.

Your request for "[]aboratory analysis reports, toxicology results, or controlled substance testing

reports generated by the Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory, any regional forensic lab,

or any contracted/private forensic laboratory, conceming suspected narcotics seized in the

Escanaba bar cocaine raid" is GRANTED. In granting your request, please find the following
documents:

Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory Report MQ 24- l0l, Record Number 2, dated
March 4, 2024, rclated to Agency Item #14, seized from trash pull conducted on or about
January 31, 2024, as documented in previously provided UPT Report l9-24, Supplement
l, documenting the results of "microscopic, chemical and/or instrumental analyses
performed on the item. including corresponding cover sheet.
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Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory Report MQ 24-101, Record Number 2, dated

March l2,2O24,related to Agency Item #14, seized from trash pull conducted on or about

January 31, 2024, as documented in previously provided UPT Report 19'24, Supplement

l, documenting the testing for latent prints, including conesponding cover sheet.

Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory Report MQ 24-l0l, Record Number 3, dated

February 3,2025, related to Agency Item #18, tumed over to UPSET following a traffic

stop conducted by Delta County Sherills Office, as documented in previously provided

UPT Report 19-24, Supplement 4, and Delta County Sheriffs Department Report

Number 24-813 documenting the results ol "microscopic, chemical and/or instrumental

analyses perlormed on the item, including conesponding cover sheet.

Michigan State Police Forensic Laboratory Report MQ 24-101, Record Number 4, dated

February 6,2025, related to Agency Item #20, tumed over to UPSET following a traffic

stop conducted by Detta County Sherifls Office, as documented in previously provided

UPT Report 19-24, Supplement 4, and Delta County Sheriffs Department Report

Number 24-813 documenting the results of "microscopic, chemical and/or instrumental

analyses performed on the item, including corresponding cover sheet.

Your request for "[a]ny chain-of-custody cover sheets accompanying those lab results" is

DENIED as a review of the records reveal they do not exist over and above the cover sheets

referenced and provided above lbr each individual lab report.

As this matter was investigated primarily by the Upper Peninsula Substance Enforcement

Team (UPSET), with the assistance of other agencies, to include the Delta County

Sheriffs Office, a review of the referenced reports, specifically UPT l9-24 and DCSO

24-813, reveals that all evidence initially seized by the Delta County Sheriffs Office was

immediately tumed over to (referenced in the report as "TOT") UPSET. The public body

does not maintain or have in its possession any chain-of-custody cover sheets outside ol

the cover sheets referenced above, and references to the turning over of evidence in

DCSO 24-813 and UPT l9-24.

As such, the undersigned hereby certifies that, after a search for records and to the best

of the undersigned's knowledge and belief, the public records requested, described

specifically as "[a]ny chain-of-custody cover sheets accompanying those lab results" do

not exist within the records of the public body under the name nor any other name

reasonably known to the public body.

Your request for "[a]ny transmittal or retum correspondence between the Prosecutor's Office and

the laboratory regarding the status or outcome of the testing" is DENIED as a review of the

records reveal they do not exist. The undersigned hereby certifies that, after a search for records

and to the best ofthe undersigned's knowledge and betief, the pubtic records requested, described
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specifically as "[a]ny transmittal or retum correspondence between the Prosecutor's Office and

the laboratory regarding the status or outcome ofthe testing" do not exist within the records of

the public body under the name nor any other name reasonably known to the public body.

If you disagree with this decision, you may submit an appeal to the chairperson of the Delta

County Board of Commissioners, or seek judicial review in the Delta County Circuit Court. If
you prevail in Circuit Court, you may be entitled to receive attomey fees, costs, and

disbursements as well as actual or compensatory damages, and punitive damages of $l ,000.00.

I have also included the website utilized to find Freedom of Information Act (FOIA) Written

Policies, Guidelines, and Forms as well as the FOIA Appeal Form.

Ifyou have any questions or concems, please contact me.

Best Re

v

ting Attomey FOIA Coordinator

Encl.

I)EI,'TA COUN'IY PIIOSECUToR'S OITFICTi
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Delta County

310 Ludington Skeet, Escanaba, Ml 49829

Phone: 906-789-5100

Denial Form
County: Keeporiginal and

provide copy of both sides,

along with Public Summary,

lo requ€stor at no charge.

Notice of Denial of FOIA Request
Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, Public Act tl42 of 1976, MCL 15.231, ef seg.

Request No.: 25-234 Date Received' 10/01/2025 Check if received via: E Email E Fax E Other Electronic Method

Date of This Notice: 10t08t2925 Date delivered to junUspam folder:

(Please Pint ot Type) Date dscovered in junUspam folder:

Request for: copy E Certified copy E Record inspection E Subscription to record issued on regular basis

oelivery Method: E Will pick up I Will make own copies onsite E Mail to address above Email to address above

! Deliver on digital media provided by the County:

Record(s) You Requested: (Llsled here or see attached copy of oiginal request) See attached copy of original request

E All 0R E Part of your request for records has been denied, Please refer to this form lor an explanatron. lf you have any

questions regarding this denial, contact E''rv D'*r- at 90e789-5100

exist, provide a description that will enable us lo locate the record:

! 3. Redaction: A portion ofthe requested record had to be separated ordeleted (redacted) as it is exempt under FolA Section 13.

Subsection _ (insei nunber), bxause

PhoneName

Firm/0rganization

stree

State NC Zip

A brief description of the information that had to be separated or deleted

7'206

ir

Y aOU entitledre nu Ied Section 01 theof isth nde toial C U0 Board ofnty
ol m m Clo co en ace an ct 0n n c rrcu 0u tort rh e re UC recosted trds bel eve were fuq y0u they s v

dwithhel mfro after U d te nrmr rhES ta eth OUC n h nl as ot with Ll\.4c 1 5 32 5 mn aki ed n nty ial a dng
rSorde d sclos reU of nrtio a bU llc tothep0 p allo fees Sa [/tn L 1meys' C 5 402
backSee o sthi foforn(

additional intormation on your
)

Notice of Requesto/s Right to Seek Judicial Review
Michigan Freedom ot lnformation Act, MCL 15.240, to appeal

Signature of FOIA Coordinator:
0ate:

Reason for Denial:

! 1. Exempt from Disclosure: This item is exempt from disclosure under FOIA Section 13, Subsection 

-(inseft 

number),

ho^o"oo

EI 2. Record Does Not Exist: This item does not exist under the name provided in your request or by another name reasonably

known to the County A certiflcate that the public record does not exist under the name given is attached. lf you believe this recorddoes

Fax

Em

City

the
Commissioners the ofdisclosurecompel

disclosure.lf, thiscomplied
allor a receive andright damages provided



FREEDotrr oF'll.flT'iJlf* (EXCERPT)

15.24o.amended Options by requesting person; appeal; aclions by public body; receipf of Mitten appeal;judicial review; civil

action; venue; de novo proceeding; burden of proof; private view of public record; contempt; assignment of action or appeal

for hearing, trial, or argument; attomeys'fees, cGts, and disbursemenE; assessment of award; damages.

Sec. 10.

(1) lf a public body makes a final determination to deny all orapo on ofa request, the requesting person maydo 1of the following at

his or her option:

1aj Submit to tne head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word "appeal" and identifles the reason or

reasons for reversal of the denial,

(b) Commence a civil action in the circuit court, or if the decision of a state public body iS at issue, the court of claims, to

iompel the public body's disclosure of the public records within 180 days after a public body's flnal determination to deny a

request.

(2) Within 10 business days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1Xa), the head of a public body shall do '1 of the

following:

(a) Reverse the disclosure denlal.

(b) lssue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.

(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a wntten notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial in part.

(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period during which the

head of the public body shall respond to the written appeal. The head of a public body shall not issue more than 1 notice of

extension for a particular written appeal.

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written appeal under subsection (2)

until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following submission of the written appeal under subsection

(1Xa). lf the he;d of ihe public body fails to respond to a written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head of the public body

upnoids att or a portion of the disclosure denial that is the subject ol the wntten appeal, the requesting p€rson may seek judicial review

of the nondisclosure by commencing a civil action under subsection (1)(b).

(4) ln an action commenced under subsection (1)(b), a court that determines a public record is not exempt from disclosure shall order

ihe public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portion of a public record wrongfully withheld, regardless of the location of

the public record. Venue for an action against a local public body is proper in the circuit court for the county in which the public record

or an office of the public body is located has venue over the action. The court shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on

the public body to sustain its denial, The murl, on its own motion, may view the public record in controversy in private before reaching

a decision. Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appealfrom an action commenced under this section shall be assigned for hearing

and tnal or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every way.

(6) lf a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record prevails in an action

commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attorneys'fees, costs, and disbursements. lf the person or public body

prevails in part, the court may, in its discretion, award all or an appropriate porlion of reasonable attorneys'fees, costs, and

disbursements, The award shall be assessed against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).

(7) lf the court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has arbitrarily and capriciously violated this

act by refusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record, the court shall order the public body to pay a civil fine of

$1 ,000.00, which shall be deposited into the general fund of the state treasury. The court shall award, in addition to any actual or

compensatory damages, punitive damages in the amount of $1,000,00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy ol a
public record. The damages shall not be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding public body
that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its public function.

Hislory:1976, Act 442, Eff. Apr. 13, 1977;-Am, 1978,Act329,tmd.Eff.Juty11,1978;-Am.'1996,Acts53,Eff.Mar.31,1997;-
Am. 2014, Act 563, Eff. July 1,2015



County: Keeponginal and

provide copy ol both sides

along with Public Summary,
to requeslor at no charge

Delta County

310 Ludington Street, Escanaba, Ml 49829

Phone: 906-789-5100

FOIA Appeal Form-To Appeal a Denial of Records
Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, Public Act 

'142 
of 1976, MCL 15.231, etseg.

Request No.: 25-234 Date Received: Check if received via: E Email E Fax E Other Electronic Method

Date of This Notice:

(Please Pdnl or Type)

Date delivered to junUspam folder:

Date di-scovered in junldspam folder:

Requ6t for: B Copy I Ce(ified coPY I Record inspection

Delivery irlethod: ! Will pick up ! Will make own copies onsite

DenialApp€al Form

E Subscription to record issued on regular basis

E lvail to address above E Email to address above

RecoId(s)YoURequesled:1Lisledhereorseeaftachedcopyofoiginalrequest)

Reason(sllor APPeal:

The appeal must identify the reason(s) for reversing the denial. You may use this form or attach additional sheets:

PhoneName

Firm/0rganization Fax

EmailStreet

zipStateCity

Requestor's Signature: Date

County Extension: We are extending the date to respond to your FolA denial appeal for no more than 10 business days, until-
(month, day, year). Only one extension may be taken per F0lA appeal.

lf you have any questions regarding this extension, contact:

County Detemination:

I Denial Revened E Denial Upheld E Denial Reversed in Part and Upheld in Part

The following previously denied records will be released

Notice of Requeslo/s Right to Seek Judicial Review
You are entitled under Section 10 of the Michigan Freedom of lnformation Act, MCL 15.240, to appeal this denial to the County Board of
Commissioners or tocommence an action in the Circuit Court to compel disclosure ofthe requested records if you believe they were wrongfully
withheld from disclosure.lf, after judicial review, the court determines that the County has not complied with [,lCL 15.235 in making this denial and
orders disclosure of allor a portion of a public record, you have the right to receive attomeys'fees and damages as provided in MCL 15.240.
(See back of lhis tom tot
additional inlomation on yout rights.)

signature of FOIA Coordinator:
Date:

E Deliver on digital media provided by the County:

County Response:

The County must provide a response within 10 business days after receiving his appeal, including a determination or taking one 10-business day

extension.



FREEDOTI OF INFORMATION ACT (EXCERPT)

Ac1 442 of 1975

15.240.amended Options by requesting penron; appeal; aclions by public body; receipt of Mitten appeal; iudicial review; civil

a6iion; venue; de novo proceedinE; burden of proof; private view of public record; contempt; assignment of aclion or appeal

for hearing, trial, or argument; attorneys'fees, cGts, and disbuBemenE; assessment of award; damage3.

Sec. 10.

(1) lf a public body makes a linal determination to deny all or a portion of a request, the requesting person may do 1 of the following at

his or her option:

(a) Submit to the head of the public body a written appeal that specifically states the word "appeal' and identifies the reason 0r

reasons for reversal of the denial.

(b) Commence a civil action in the ckcuit court, or if the decision of a state public body is at issue, the court of claims, to

compel the public body's disclosure of the public records within 180 days after a public body's final determination to deny a

request.

(2) Within 10 business days after receiving a written appeal pursuant to subsection (1Xa), the head of a public body shall do 1 of the

following:

(a) Reverse the disclosure denial.

(b) lssue a wriften notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial.

(c) Reverse the disclosure denial in part and issue a written notice to the requesting person upholding the disclosure denial in pa(

(d) Under unusual circumstances, issue a notice extending for not more than 10 business days the period during which the

head of the public body shall respond to the Mitten appeal, The head of a public body shall not issue more than 1 notice of

extension for a particular wntten appeal.

(3) A board or commission that is the head of a public body is not considered to have received a written appeal under subsection (2)

until the first regularly scheduled meeting of that board or commission following submission of the written appeal under subsection

('1Xa). lf the head of the public body fails to respond to a written appeal pursuant to subsection (2), or if the head ol the public body

upholds all or a portion of the disclosure denial that is the subject of the written appeal, the requesting person may seek judicial review

of the nondisclosure by commencing a civil action under subsection (1)(b),

(4) In an action commenced under subsection (1)(b), a murt that determines a public record is not exempt from disclosure shall order

the public body to cease withholding or to produce all or a portron of a public record wrongfully withheld, regadless of the location of

the publjc record. Venue for an action against a local public body is proper in the circuit court for the county in which the public record

or an office of the public body is located has venue over the action. The courl shall determine the matter de novo and the burden is on

the public body to sustain its denial. The court, on its own motion, may view the public remrd in controveBy in private before reaching

a decision. Failure to comply with an order of the court may be punished as contempt of court.

(5) An action commenced under this section and an appeal from an action commenced under this section shall be assigned for hearing

and trial or for argument at the earliest practicable date and expedited in every way.

(6) lf a person asserting the right to inspect, copy, or receive a copy of all or a portion of a public record prevails in an action

commenced under this section, the court shall award reasonable attorneys' fees, costs, and disbursements. lf the person or public body

prevails in part, the court may, in its discretion, award all or an appropriate portion of reasonable attomeys'fees, costs, and

disbursements, The award shall be assessed against the public body liable for damages under subsection (7).

(7) lf the court determines in an action commenced under this section that the public body has arbitrarily and capriciously violated this
act by relusal or delay in disclosing or providing copies of a public record, the court shall order the public body to pay a civil fine ol

$1 ,000.00, wttich shall be deposited into the general fund of the state treasury. The court shall award, in addition to any actual or
compensatory damages, punitive damages in the amount of $1 ,000.00 to the person seeking the right to inspect or receive a copy of a
public record. The damages shall nol be assessed against an individual, but shall be assessed against the next succeeding public body
that is not an individual and that kept or maintained the public record as part of its public function.

History: 1976, Act 442, ElI. Apr.13, 1977 ;-- Am. 1978, Act 329, tmd. Eff. July 11, 1978 ;-- Am. 
,1996, 

Act 553, Eff. Mar. 31, 1997 ;_
Am. 2014, Act 563, Etl. luly 1,2015,



Freedom of lnformatlon Act (FOtAl wrltten Policies, Guidellnes, and Forms

To review all policies, guidelines, and forms related to FolA, please visit Delta county's website at:

www.deltaco untvmi.qov/foia

Upon request, a mailed copy of the polices, guidelines, and/or forms will be provided' Please contact

the Delta County Administration Office at 906'789-5100 or by mail at:

Delta County Ad m inistration Office

310 Ludington Street, Suite 222

Escanaba, MichiSan, 49829



Zimbra

Fax received trom L7732737565

From :TelNet Worldwide
< noreply@ notify'telnetfax'com >

Sender : noreply@notify.telnetfax'com

Subject : Fax received from 17732737565

To : adminfax@deltacountymi.gov
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